
Problem Solving
Drawing Conclusions and Justifying Solutions



Drawing Conclusion

Students draw conclusions based on data presented to them in many forms, 
viewpoints, perspectives, and quality. 

3 Levels

1. A specific answer, idea, or opinion; 

2. A full harvesting of all that has been achieved, including, for example, a 
listing of ideas considered; and 

3. An objective look at the “thinking” that has been used.



Drawing Conclusions

=



ELA

Level 1 - A specific 
answer, idea, or 
opinion; 

Which narrative 
opening do you believe 
is most efficient?



ELA
Level 2 -  A full 
harvesting of all that 
has been achieved, 
including, for 
example, a listing of 
ideas considered;

Why?
  



ELA
Level 3 - An objective 
look at the “thinking” 
that has been used. 

Choose one of the less 
efficient narrative 
opening and improve 
it. 

Explain your thinking 
about why what you 
added improved the 
narrative opening. 



Math 
Level 1 - A specific answer, idea, or opinion; 

If the total cost of babysitting baby Aaron was $58, 
how many hours was Aaron at the sitter?



Math 
Level 2 -  A full harvesting of all 
that has been achieved, 
including, for example, a listing 
of ideas considered;
(students compare with another 
student that solved the problem 
a different way.)
Explain how each student solved 
the problem.

Level 3 - An objective look at the 
“thinking” that has been used.        
Explain which strategy was more 
efficient and why?



Social Studies

Level 1: A specific answer, idea, or 
opinion; 

Students are introduced to the 
Columbian Exchange by showing 
them this source. 

Students must respond to the 
following question:

What is the Columbian Exchange? 



Social Studies
Level 2: A full harvesting of all that has been 
achieved, including, for example, a listing of 
ideas considered; 

Analyze multiple sources to determine 
positive and negative effects of Columbian 
Exchange.

Using the sources and your knowledge of 
social studies, Did the Columbian Exchange 
have a positive or negative effect on the 
World?

Making a claim using multiple sources and 
adding evidence to justify your answer

3. An objective look at the “thinking” 
that has been used.

Explain the counterclaim. If you claimed that 
the Columbian Exchange was positive then 
explain why another student would claim that 
it was negative and vice versa.



Science
Level 1: A specific answer, idea, or opinion; 

Students would read “Drinking Cleopatra’s Tears” to gather the 
information to answer the following question: Where does water 
vapor in the air come from?

Level 2:  A full harvesting of all that has been 
achieved, including, for example, a listing of ideas 
considered; 

Students look at multiple sources to arrive to an 
overall conclusion and cite ideas from each source.

Level 3: An objective look at the “thinking” that has been used.

Show students an example of an incorrect water cycle. 

How would you reteach the student who drew the incorrect 
water cycle?



ELA - 

Your turn 
to bump it 
up a few 
levels.  

  



Math 

In a city election, two people ran against each other to be the next mayor.  
Candidate 1 received 24,000 votes.  Candidate 2 recieved 8,000 votes.  What is 
the relationship between candidate’s 1’s votes and candidate 2’s votes?  



Social Studies 

What natural 
resources are the 

Iroquois Native 
Americans using 
in this source? 
What are they 
using it for?



Science 



For Next Meeting: 

Give the new learning to the teacher(s) on your 
grade level that are not members of the ILT. 

Bring back the “bumped up” example of a lesson 
from their curriculum.

Next meeting - October 9 



The End!


